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“Keeping Politics Out of the Classroom Is Like 
Keeping the Water Out of Rain 

We must take up controversial issues like racism, 
sexism, homophobia, or xenophobia, or inherently 
political topics such as gun control or climate 
change…”

http://blogs.edweek.org/teachers/classroom_qa_with_larry_ferlazzo/2020/10/keeping_politics_out_of_the_classroom_is_like_keeping_the_water_out_of_rain.html?cmp=eml-enl-eu-
news2&M=59724826&U=&UUID=85ec34aa2ce3d4f15d60e72e6f86cde1

Published in the “Education Newspaper of Record” Education Week (Fall 2020):



“A Roadmap for Reparations in Education

…need not look far when devising a strategy for 
reparations. 

…conduct deep racial-equity audits, eliminate whitewashed 
curriculum…

…and establish frameworks for applying a race-equity lens 
to future policy and programming decisions.”

https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/opinion-a-roadmap-for-reparations-in-education/2020/10?cmp=eml-enl-eu-news2&M=59728117&U=&UUID=85ec34aa2ce3d4f15d60e72e6f86cde1

Published in the “Education Newspaper of Record” Education Week (Fall 2020):



“Principals Need Help Building Anti-Racist Schools 

…make social justice, equity, and anti-racism more prominent 
in the curriculum. The key…is hiring the right people and 
having the backing from the top…

…developing new syllabi and experiences for aspiring school 
leaders…”

https://www.edweek.org/leadership/principals-need-help-building-anti-racist-schools/2020/09?r=1480413213&cmp=eml-enl-eu-news2&M=59710439&U=&UUID=85ec34aa2ce3d4f15d60e72e6f86cde1

Published in the “Education Newspaper of Record” Education Week (Fall 2020):



“Same old Civics Ed. Won’t Save Us
We do not need this restoration of American civic education. We 
need a total reconstruction…

1. Facts and patriotism are not the answer.
2. It’s long past time to confront white supremacy.
3. Every teacher is a civics teacher.

Teachers of all subjects can and must connect their subject areas 
to real-world issues if schools hope to sustain democracy. ”

https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/opinion-same-old-civics-ed-wont-save-us/2021/01

Published in the “Education Newspaper of Record” Education Week (Spring 2021):



New York Times 1619 Project
Rewriting American History for the Next Generation
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The 1619 Project in the Classroom

“Shana Hairston, a high school history teacher ... will be teaching a personal

finance class this semester and said she could teach students about how 

capitalism works by using the 1619 Project essay linking capitalism to

slavery.”

https://www.realclearinvestigations.com/articles/2020/01/31/disputed_ny_times_1619_project_is_already_shaping_kids_minds_on_race_bias_122192.html
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Sample 1619 Project Curriculum Material

“Erasure Poetry: Highlighting 
Inequities, Envisioning Liberation”

“…lay bare the real purpose of the 
document or transform it into 
something wholly new”

Among suggested documents: 
Declaration of Independence 

“Create an erasure of your chosen 
document.”

https://pulitzercenter.org/builder/lesson/activities-extend-student-engagement-26505

https://pulitzercenter.org/builder/lesson/activities-extend-student-engagement-26505


Do You Know Where the 1619 Project is Being Taught 
in Your State? Do Parents?

“Since its publication in August [2019], the 1619 Project has been adopted in more than 3,500 

classrooms in all 50 states. It is mostly being used as supplemental, optional classroom teaching

material. By and large, school systems are adopting the project by administrative fiat, not through 

a public textbook review process.”

https://www.realclearinvestigations.com/articles/2020/01/31/disputed_ny_times_1619_project_is_already_shaping_kids_minds_on_race_bias_122192.html ; 
https://pulitzercenter.shorthandstories.com/2019-annual-report/index.html

https://www.realclearinvestigations.com/articles/2020/01/31/disputed_ny_times_1619_project_is_already_shaping_kids_minds_on_race_bias_122192.html
https://pulitzercenter.shorthandstories.com/2019-annual-report/index.html


Snapshots inside America’s Classrooms

SEATTLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Proposed K-12 Math Ethnic 

Studies framework (20.08.2019)

https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/socialstudies/pubdocs/Math%20SDS%20ES%20Framework.pdf

“We’re teachers... I actually don’t 
teach what’s in our curriculum. I’m 
teaching children social studies that’s 
not in our curriculum. I’m teaching 
them things about how to be an 
antiracist. I taught them about 
protesting. I taught them about Black 
Lives Matter. “  --Campus Reform

https://www.campusreform.org/?ID=15168&utm_source=hootsuite&utm_medium=facebook&utm_term=organic_post&utm_content=cro&utm_campaign=

https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/socialstudies/pubdocs/Math%20SDS%20ES%20Framework.pdf
https://www.campusreform.org/?ID=15168&utm_source=hootsuite&utm_medium=facebook&utm_term=organic_post&utm_content=cro&utm_campaign=


Publishers Pushing Radical Content, as Parents Left in the Dark

From Penguin Random House Publishers, email to Arizona School District staff:

How to Be an Anti-Racist, by Ibram Kendi, states: 
“The most threatening racist movement is … the 
regular American’s drive for a race-neutral” 
state…“The only remedy to racist discrimination is 
antiracist discrimination. The only remedy to past 
discrimination is present discrimination.”

White Fragility, by Robin DiAngelo, states “I strive 
to be ‘less white.’ To be less white is to be less 
racially oppressive”

“I wanted to specifically highlight some books that have been at the crux of 
current conversations on race and social justice in which many educators in AZ 
have been expressing interest. These books can be included in your curriculum, 
be the basis for an all school read, or added to your classroom library…”

https://books.google.com/books?id=6pNbDwAAQBAJ&pg=PA19&lpg=PA19&dq=%E2%80%9CThe+only+remedy+to+racist+discrimination+is+antiracist+discrimination%22&source=bl&ots=_0CTLgOqEv&sig=ACfU3U2j1s4L_h0O5cobvFrhEreimPrOGA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiZhfWhsNPsAhWDKn0KHXGlABkQ6AEwBXoECAEQAg#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=abZdDwAAQBAJ&pg=PA150&lpg=PA150&dq=%22To+be+less+white+is+to+be+less+racially+oppressive%E2%80%9D&source=bl&ots=7VrQ9QYI-h&sig=ACfU3U0abyEF6ho2A2MRLHTPUdMwCR2paA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiTz-TMnI3tAhXVi54KHfGRDsAQ6AEwAnoECAYQAg#v=onepage&q=%22To%20be%20less%20white%20is%20to%20be%20less%20racially%20oppressive%E2%80%9D&f=false


Social Studies Objective:

“Students will be able to:  [identify] components 

of a well-functioning constitutional republic, 

including concepts such as democratic principles, 

constitutional rights, and human rights.”

Vocabulary

“boycott,” “civil disobedience,” “Jim Crow,” “stand 

your ground”,  “lynching,” “segregation” 

“COINTELPRO (Counter Intelligence Program): a 

series of covert and, at times, illegal projects 

conducted by the US FBI aimed at surveilling, 

infiltrating, discrediting, and disrupting American 

political organizations & program[s].”

Resources:
“The Black Panthers: Vanguard of the Revolution”, 
“Chicano! Fighting for Political Power”, “The 
Constitution and the Political Legacy of Slavery”, 
Malcom X’s “The Ballot or the Bullet”

“Curriculum” Less Important than What’s Underneath.
Example: Tucson Unified School District, AZ

http://www.tusd1.org/Portals/TUSD1/District/docs/LearnFromHome/WeekOne/Week1Gr12AmericanGovernment.pdf



How Can States Respond?

State Lawmakers Have 3 Broad Choices:

 Inaction: Taking the path of least resistance and ignoring the 
accelerating spread of political ideologies being taught in public 
schools at taxpayer expense

 Curriculum Mandates: Using more heavy-handed intervention to 
require or prohibit the teaching / funding of specific content in 
public schools

 Academic Transparency: Empowering parents to hold schools 
accountable



How State Legislators Can Respond: Academic Transparency
“Sunlight is the Best Disinfectant”

 Parents should be able to know what content awaits at 
nearby schools before they have to enroll their 
children

 Schools respond to incentives: If parents know which 
schools insist on pushing radical content, those schools 
will risk the further loss of students and their 
associated funding

 Schools should not be hiding content from prospective 
parents:  Reporting broad ‘curriculum’ frameworks, 
basic textbooks, etc. is no longer enough

 It should not be harder for a parent to look up what 
schools are teaching than to locate complicated 
budget documents, financial data, etc. that schools are 
required to post online



Goldwater Institute Academic Transparency Act
Legislative Proposal

“Each public school shall prominently 
list on a publicly accessible portion of 
its website by July 1:

The learning materials and activities 
that were used for student instruction at 
the school during the most recently 
completed school year, organized at a 
minimum by subject area and grade….”

https://azlibrary.gov/azcm/about



How it Works 

“A school shall be required to list only the information necessary to identify 
the specific learning materials and activities used for instruction, including 
the title and the author, organization or internet address…”

“Grade 1 Basic Math Success 
Workbook, Sylvan Learning”

“Social Justice for Kids, https://nomadpress.net/the-
learning-center/social-justice-for-kids/” 

128 pages of separate 
readings/worksheets 

1 single entry

1 single entry

Multiple 
authors

https://nomadpress.net/the-learning-center/social-justice-for-kids/


Academic Transparency Act
Key Features

 Brings course content into the light in a practical, accessible 
way for parents

 Provides comprehensive transparency

 Doesn’t interfere with teachers’ ability to update lesson 
plans at any time during the year: 

 Minimizes the additional workload required to provide 
transparency

 K-12 schools & universities have proven they can share 
course syllabi & other info online



“This is a great collaborative effort for teachers and educators to find other resources that are effectively 
being used across the state and posting those and making them available for their colleagues.  

As a former Wake County teacher, 20 years ago I provided all of this information. I turned in my lesson 
plans to my principal. Doing it electronically now would be so much simpler than what I was expected to do 
as a Wake County teacher. So all of this is stuff that I had to do as a teacher that now as a parent I would 
greatly appreciate.” 

--Kelly M., North Carolina

“I speak as an associate professor of history and I have 3 children in 8th, 5th, and 4th grades, so I come at 
it from both perspectives. As a teacher… it is very easy in our internal servers to upload all of our files and 
lesson plans and for someone to come along and grab that and post it to an internet site is far less tedious 
work than it might have been in previous decades. This is work that we’re already doing. It’s just a simple 
grab and re-posting…”

--Jennifer M., Wisconsin

“I profoundly support the passage of both of these bills... I have been a teacher for 16 years …Some of the 
courses are ‘Me and White Supremacy’, ‘Going Gradeless’, ‘Dimensions of Equity,’ ‘Multicultural and Social 
Justice Education’…These are some of the classes that our teachers are being taught and they in turn come 
to the classrooms…Even just getting a curriculum may not necessarily show parents what exactly is being 
taught if they don’t also have the materials that they’re teaching with.”

--Marla L., Wisconsin

Testimonials from Teachers

https://wiseye.org/2021/08/11/joint-committee-on-education-4/; https://www.wral.com/gop-lawmakers-want-school-materials-listed-online/19660358/

https://wiseye.org/2021/08/11/joint-committee-on-education-4/
https://www.wral.com/gop-lawmakers-want-school-materials-listed-online/19660358/


What Others are Saying

• “If you doubt that these transparency provisions are needed, recall that many 
teachers have promised to preach CRT to their students, even if that violates the 
law.”

-- Stanley Kurtz, Senior Fellow at the Ethics and Public Policy Center:

• “What the critical race theory debate misses: We really don’t know what’s 
happening in our classrooms… states, districts, and school boards have less 
control over what gets in front of students than do Google, Pinterest, and the 
lesson sharing website Teachers Pay Teachers — the top three places teachers 
go when looking for materials”

--Robert Pondiscio, Former Teacher,

Senior Fellow, American Enterprise Institute

https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/dueling-texas-crt-civics-bills-test-abbott-patrick-and-west/; https://www.aei.org/education/what-the-critical-race-
theory-debate-misses-we-really-dont-know-whats-happening-in-our-classrooms/

https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/dueling-texas-crt-civics-bills-test-abbott-patrick-and-west/
https://www.aei.org/education/what-the-critical-race-theory-debate-misses-we-really-dont-know-whats-happening-in-our-classrooms/


Academic Transparency
Examples

https://www.greatheartsamerica.org/great-hearts-life/great-hearts-curriculum/curriculum-overview/



https://webapp4.asu.edu/bookstore/viewsyllabus/2197/93080
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Academic Transparency
Examples

https://academy.hillsdale.edu/academics/curriculum
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Example District
Tucson Unified, AZ

...
...


